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The Eastern Kansas Oil and Gas Association is a unified voice representing the unique interests of 
Eastern Kansas oil and gas producers, service companies, suppliers and royalty owners before the 
state government in Topeka on matters involving oil and gas regulations, taxes, safety standards, 

environmental concerns and other energy related issues. 
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Chris McGown, McGown Drilling, Inc.
620.224.7406   chris.mcgown@gmail.com

Message from the President
Chris McGown
McGown Drilling, Inc.

First, thank you for the opportunity to serve as the EKOGA President for the next two years.  It is 
an honor to lead our organization.  Our organization has experienced a number of trials in its 63 
years, but our members remain committed to producing the oil and gas that fuels the Kansas 
economy and improves our communities every day.  As we wind up operations on another year 
of less than ideal prices and a robust misinformation campaign, I’m thankful our members have 
persevered.  We all must be optimistic as we drill that next location, and I think the Association 
is working on some things to give all of our members something to look forward to in 2020.    

“We didn’t actually overspend our budget, the allocation simply fell short of our expenditure.” –Keith 
Davis

This is the time of the year when we’re all trying to estimate our revenues and expenditures for the next 
year, but given the market swings, we might have better luck predicting the Royals record (Vegas is 
offering 1,000/1 to win the 2020 World Series – “so you’re saying there’s a chance!”).  For five years, 
we have fought meager allocations.  We have experienced crippling low prices, unfulfilled optimism, 
pricing and regulatory uncertainty, and declining reserves.  

As we set our Association budget for 2020, we are cognizant and thankful of the support we receive 
from all of our members – thank you to all members and sponsors for your generosity!  We want to 
make sure we are using your contributions as resourcefully as we can.  

Our biggest expenditure is to PMCA Servco.  We contract with PMCA Servco to manage our association 
and provide contract lobbying services for us in Topeka.  The team we have formed with PMCA Servco 
has been integral to our growth and maturity the last two years.  Our operations are now more organized 
and our presence in Topeka has never been more respected.  We have renewed our contract with 
PMCA Servco for through 2021 and I look forward to working with Tom and his team to continue our 
growth and service to our members.  

We are also looking to help our members’ budgets this year and in the future through greater regulatory 
certainty and potential benefits savings.  In the upcoming legislative session, we will support a rewrite 
of our abandoned wells and plugging statutes.  The KCC has worked for months on drafts of the bills 
and have done a great job of seeking industry feedback to create comprehensive regulatory certainty.  
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In light of recent court cases, this rewrite is necessary to reduce our members’ liability and uncertainty.  
Our EKOGA representatives, Rob, David, and Keith have done a great job representing our interests 
and their work will pay dividends to our members for years to come if the bills pass.  

Additionally, the KCC, with support from our organization, is working to streamline the plugging of 
abandoned wells throughout the state.  The revisions to the plugging process should result in a greater 
number of wells plugged in a more timely manner, at more competitive prices, and give our members 
a greater opportunity to participate in the plugging program as a contractor.  Since operators provide 
the funding for state’s plugging program, we support the KCC’s efforts to increase efficiency and 
transparency.  

Our organization is also exploring the feasibility of creating our own association health insurance group.  
It is too early to predict, but our hope is that we can provide a health insurance option to our members 
that will help save money on one of the fastest accelerating expenses that currently has no end in sight.  

Finally, we are already planning a number of organization events for the upcoming year.  We are going 
to break from tradition in a few areas to provide more value to our members and hope to meet our goals 
of increasing our membership and event participation.  

Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve you.  I look forward to a productive and prosperous 2020.  

Save the Dates!

EKOGA/KIOGA Legislative Breakfast - January 29, 2020*
  Please note date change.
EKOGA Mid-Year Meeting - May 7, 2020 
  Flint Oaks, Fall River KS  
EKOGA Legislative BBQ - August 2020 
 
  (Date and location to be determined) 
EKOGA 63rd Annual Meeting & Tradeshow - Sept. 15-16, 2020
  Prairie Band Casino & Resort, Mayetta KS
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Kansas Oil and Gas 
Legislative Day

January 29, 2020

Company:_____________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________City:______________ St:_____Zip:_______
Phone: ________________________Email:__________________________________

Attendees
Please include the following persons as attendees for Kansas Oil & Gas Legislative Day
Name:_____________________________     Name:__________________________
Name:_____________________________     Name:__________________________

Please complete the registration form and return to EKOGA office by January 24, 2020
Mail: EKOGA, PO Box 678, Topeka, KS 66601-0678; Fax: 785-354-4374; or Email: becky@ekoga.org

I/we will contact the following legislator(s) with an invitation to attend the breakfast: 
Senator:________________________ Representative:________________________
*Please consider inviting legislators for both your home and business address. 

I/we would like to schedule a meeting with my legislator(s): 
Senator:________________________ Representative:________________________

EKOGA is seeking sponsors for the Legislative Breakfast at $250 each. Sponsors will be 
acknowledged at the event and on the EKOGA website.
_______  Yes, my company will serve as a sponsor. 

_____  Invoice   _____ Check   _____ Credit Card   

Card #:________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________ 3 or 4 Digit Security Code: ________________
Cardholder Name: _______________________________________________________
Card Billing Address: _____________________________________________________
City:____________________  State:_____ Zip:_________ Phone:_________________

Sponsors

KIOGA, EKOGA and Kansas Petroleum Council sponsors the annual legislative breakfast at the 
start of the legislative session. The event will be in the North Wing of the State Capitol on the 
2nd floor from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m.  A Kansas country breakfast is offered to all Kansas lawmakers 
and government decision makers. This will be our 14th year of sponsoring this event.  Please mark 
your calendars and attend, it gives you a great opportunity to talk with your local legislator on issues 
regarding our business.A room block has been made at the Ramada Convention Center in downtown 
Topeka 785-234-5400.
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The EKOGA Territory!
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We Don’t Sell Satisfaction and Service…They Come Free!
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Tom Palace, EKOGA Executive Director
620.431.1020   tom@ekoga.org

Executive Director’s Report 
Tom Palace

Legislative races are heating up, and we’re still basically a year away from the election.  There are four 
congressional seats and one U.S. Senate seat that are up for grabs in 2020.  Also, both the Kansas 
House and Senate members are all up for re-election.  

There are several House members that have filed to run against incumbent Senate members.  Incumbent 
Senator Mary Pilcher Cook (R-Shawnee) will face Representative Tom Cox (R-Shawnee) in the 
primary and Incumbent Senator Kevin Braun (R-Kansas City) will have a general election race against 
Representative Jeff Pittman (D-Leavenworth).  Pilcher-Cook has been in the Senate for many years 
and Braun replaced Senator Steve Fitzgerald when he retired two years ago.  Should be interesting 
races.

There are 10 candidates (and counting) throwing their proverbial hats in the ring for U.S. Senate (Pat 
Roberts’ seat):

Republicans
• Kris Kobach, former Secretary of State and gubernatorial candidate
• Dave Lindstrom, former Kansas City Chiefs turned businessman and chairman of the board for the 

Kansas Turnpike Authority
• Roger Marshall currently represents Kansas 1st District in Congress and physician from Great Bend
• Bryan Pruitt, (Manhattan) a conservative political commentator and political consultant based in 

Washington, D.C.
• Susan Wagle the first women to become President (and current) of the KS Senate
• Gabriel Mark Robles from Topeka filed paperwork to run

Democrats
• Barbara Bollier Republican turned Democrat and currently in the KS Senate
• Usaha Reddi currently serves on the Manhattan city council as was an elementary-school teacher
• Adam Smith from Mission and Robert Leon Tillman from Wichita, both have filed paperwork to run

U.S. Senate candidates will keep a watchful eye on U.S. Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo to see if he 
will consider a run for Senate.  If he does, I am sure the field of candidates would look very different.  To 
date, Pompeo has stated he will not run for Senate in 2020.

The Kansas Department of Transportation  revealed where it was planning to spend about $39 million 
on transportation projects. The money was part of $50 million that the Legislature approved last year. 

Legislative Update

Continued on page 15
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Cook Pump Company 
 

 
 

Cook Pump Company 
3D-10-23-18 through  57DB-109-54 

in T-Base, Wide Base, and RT Base models 

 

1400 West 12
th

 Street, PO Box 498 

Coffeyville KS 67337 

tel: 620-251-0880, fax: 620-251-7535 

url: www.CookPumpingJacks.com 

eml: Cook@CookPumpingJacks.com 
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We are excited to announce you can now get  
RICKERSON PIPE LINING'S EXCLUSIVE 

 HIGH GRADE 1" PIPE 
Directly from US or your local Oil field supplier. 

OUR NEW EXCLUSIVE SHARON WT55 pipe is 85% stronger 
than our older pipe. This new product is comparable to the J55 
that is coming from overseas. DO NOT wait anymore on high 

price 1" pipe to be shipped from overseas. 
 

Our Exclusive pipe is made just for our customers in the USA. 
1"x 25' Unlined or Lined with Rickerson Pipe Lining's Fiber-Lining. 

  
Our Fiber-Lined with our epoxy 

coated collars are the only defense 
against corrosion in the oil field! 

 
 

Make sure you look for the RICKERSON 25FT'' SHARON TUBE 
USA stencil to guarantee you are getting the EXCLUSIVE pipe 

that was created with the mill and Rickerson Pipe Lining.  
 

 
              

     

    
 

  

 

 

    

Our Steel is MELTED & MADE in the USA 
 

Exclusive Fiber-Lining, Threaded 
& Manufactured Collars All done 

in Garnett, Kansas 
 

WWW.RICKERSONPIPELINING.COM 
To learn more about our Pipe 

Protectors 
and our new products coming 

soon!!! 
 

 
 

210 S. Catalpa 
Garnett, Kansas 66032 
rickersonpipelining@gmail.com                                                           785-448-5400 
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Regulatory Update
Rob Eberhart
Bobcat Oilfield Service, Inc.

Rob Eberhart, Bobcat Oilfield Service, Inc.
913.837.5199   bobcatoilrob@gmail.com

Abandoned Well Legislation to be Introduced by KCC in Next Legislative Session
The first bill will combine the Abandoned Well Plugging and Site Remediation Fund, which is for the 
plugging of wells drilled prior to July 1, 1996, and the Well Plugging Assurance Fund that covers wells 
drilled on or after July 1, 1996.  Combining these funds will allow access to more funding to plug 
abandoned wells.

The second bill will create a program through regulations where a person can apply for reimbursement to 
plug abandoned wells that they are not responsible for.  This will help reduce the number of abandoned 
wells on the state plugging list.

The third bill overhauls the abandoned well plugging responsibility statute which will provide certainty for 
the regulator and industry by clearly identifying the six exclusive ways a person can become responsible 
to plug an abandoned well.

David Bleakley, long time EKOGA Board member and current Chair of KIOGA and Ryan Hoffman, 
Director of the KCC previewed the proposed legislation before the Joint Legislative Budget Committee 
on November 20, 2019 and received positive comments from legislators about the proposal and for 
working together on this important issue.

KOLAR Updates
U3C Injection reporting opens Jan 1st on KOLAR.   All reports are due by March 1st, 2020. 
 
Testing of the new KOLAR MIT will begin in December. 

The Operator Management module will move out of Beta test phase after the first of the year. There will 
be some minor changes to how information is displayed.

Pit Extensions
The wet year has made pit closure within the regulatory timeframe difficult in some parts of the state.
KCC staff is willing to work with operators to ensure the proper closure of pits.

Methane Study to start in eastern Kansas in early December
Several EKOGA members generously volunteered to allow GSI Environmental, Inc. to conduct a 
methane study on their leases in Miami, Johnson, Douglas and Franklin counties.  We are confident 

Continued on page 15
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Contact us for oil and related industry financing.

Give us a call or come see us at our Yates Center location.

John A. Danler, Community Bank President

Jamie S. Matile, Vice President

620-625-2125

Member FDIC
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A Christmas Peril
Warren Martin, Executive Director
Kansas Strong

The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently, approached. “Are you the Ghost of Christmas Past, sir, whose 
coming was foretold to me?” asked Scrooge. 

The Spirit answered not, but pointed onward with its hand. 

“I fear you more than any spectre. But as I know your purpose is to do me good, and as I hope to live 
to be another man from what I was, I am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a thankful heart. 
Will you not speak to me?” It gave him no reply. The hand was pointed straight before them. 

“Lead on!” said Scrooge. “Lead on! The night is waning fast, and it is precious time to me, I know. Lead 
on, Spirit!”  The Phantom moved away as it had come towards him. Scrooge followed in the shadow of 
its dress, which bore him up, he thought, and carried him along. 

They scarcely seemed to enter the city; for the city rather seemed to spring up about them, and 
encompass them of its own act. But there they were, in the heart of it!

As they peered among the shop windows, toys of the most ignoble type were on display. Made of 
wood and cloth and no gadgets or electronics were to be found! Scrooge concluded this is what his 
forefathers must have endured with joy, not knowing what was possible in the modern world.

Companies of men and women coughing and sniffing gathered in the dark streets around fire barrels 
to stay warm as they transitioned from one destination to another. Their clothes large and bulky made 
with rough hewn cotton to guard against the bitter night. If only there was a cab to catch, a subway to 
ride or even an Uber to be called, but alas, those options are not present in this spectral world.

The Spirit led Scrooge down a side street and to a cloaked-paned glass. Scrooge peered in through 
the worn hole in the drapes to the family inside. Dressed against the weather as if they walked outside, 
little heat available on an average man’s salary, they gathered around the tree to celebrate the blessed 
event. They gave meager presents to one another. As in all homes, at all times, the children’s eyes wide 
with anticipation at what was to come, then, quickly dispelled to sadness as expectations were not met.

Scrooge reflected that this is a foul time that he was grateful to have not had to endure. He was born 
in the modernity of humanity. He relished the benefits of medicinal advances to overcome trifling and 
even severe illness. He basked in the memory of a warm home protected from the elements, full of 
life and brimming with hope. Scrooge cherished the presents he had been blessed to receive in his 

Continued on page 15
Warren Martin, Kansas Strong Executive Director

316.771.7167   warren@kansasstrong.com
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The big winner was Wichita, which will get $18.1 million for the Wichita North Junction project, where 
Interstates 135 and 235 meet with Kansas 254 and 96.

KDOT is also finishing up area “consult” meetings that bring Kansans together to identify road projects 
developed by KDOT.  The projects were rated, highest to lowest priority, by the attendees at the meetings.  
KDOT also requested of the attendees to consider ways to pay for the projects?  The answers varied 
from increasing fuel excise taxes to a newer approach called vehicle miles traveled.  The legislature will 
have the final say on a new highway plan and how it will be funded.

Medicaid expansion is a top priority for Governor Kelly and many Kansas legislators.  There were several 
committee hearings over the summer on Medicaid expansion and there will be a bill introduced early 
in the session…along with a funding mechanism.  This will be a major issue that will keep legislators 
busy all session.

With campaigns in full swing and the big push for campaign funds, I want to caution you if you are 
planning to donate to a candidate. Make sure they have filed with the Secretary of State to be a 
candidate before you write a check.  You want to be sure that the person you are funding will actually 
run in the primary or general election.

As 2019 comes to a close, on behalf of our staff and the board of directors, we want to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year!

that this study will support our position that low production eastern Kansas oil wells do not emit enough 
methane to require additional regulations that could threaten our ability to operate our businesses.  GSI 
uses a FLIR camera as a screening tool during their visits to the leases.  They have already tested 
over 100 low production wells in other states and 80%-90% detected no emissions at all. We hope to 
have the results of these tests in our area by May 2020.  Definitive testing like this will go a long way in 
supporting our position with facts not just opinions.

EKOGA has joined with many other state associations across the country to fight these regulations.  
We will continue to work on this in the coming year to protect our membership from unnecessary costs 
and regulations.

Executive Director Report Continued from page 8

Regulatory Update Continued from page 11

life and even more those he had been privileged to give. Toys of all kinds, games, remote control cars, 
electronics, warm clothes, and … roused from his thoughts, he noticed the spectre standing over him 
and was called to account.

“Please, take me home,” said Scrooge, “I care not to stay in this world of the past!”

“It is not the past, Scrooge! What you have seen,” answered the spectre, “is the world without oil and 
natural gas! Pump on my friend, and never forget how far you’ve come!”

Warren Martin Continued from page 13
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Our Kansas locations 

Largest Full Line Oil & Gas Supply Store in Kansas 

 

Services Offered 
24-Hour On-Call Service
Experienced Personnel

Down-Hole Pump Repair
Yard Space Available 

Tracking Systems 

Product Lines 
Proprietary Grade Casing, API and Limited 

Service Casing and Tubing, Internally Coated 
Tubing, Line Pipe, Rods, Fittings, Valves, 
Engines, Pumping Units, Tanks and more  

Let Sunrise be your “one stop shop.”  One call does it all – from surface 
pipe – until you’re ready to sell your oil or gas.  Call us at our Wichita 

office to connect you with a nearby location - or visit our website. 
800-777-7672 or (316) 263-6060 or www.sunriseoilfieldsupply.com



Excellence in land services
Frick Energy Services can help you through the entire spectrum 
of land services, from leasing, surface mapping, curing title 
defects, landowner relations, compliance, and more. 

Frick Energy Services will help you get things done right the 
first time, so you can focus on your core business.

Frick Energy Services

Buying or Selling a Lease? We Can Help.

You reap multiple benefits that maximize return and 
minimize your hassle, including:

Extensive market knowledge• 
Professionalized sales approach• 
Buyer qualification• 

Your trusted resource for oil and gas services

Frick Energy Services, LLC
frickenergy.com • (913) 221-5987 • phil@frickenergy.com

Your partner in oil and gas real estate
Whether you are buying or selling real estate that involves an oil and 
gas lease, you need a real estate professional who understands both the 
surface and mineral estates. In Eastern Kansas, you need Phil Frick.

With over 10 years of experience as an oil and gas professional and more 
than two decades of business experience, Phil has dedicated his career to 
helping customers profit from the right opportunities. 

Experience a higher level of service. Call Phil Frick today at 913-221-5987.

Phil Frick
Cell: 913.221.5987

phil@frickenergy.com
philfrick.reecenichols.com

7070 Renner Rd.
Shawnee, KS 66217

West Office
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Map-21 mandated the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) create a Drug and 
Alcohol Clearinghouse database for companies with trucks over 26,001 pounds to report and search 
CDL holders drug and alcohol history. FMCSA published a final rule on December 5, 2016 and this 
rule will be effective January 6, 2020. Any driver who holds a CDL, employers of CDL drivers, third 
party administrators, MROs, SAPs, and state drivers licensing agencies are all required to use the 
Clearinghouse. Registration for the Clearinghouse opened in October, and mandatory reporting will 
begin January 6, 2020. 

There are several things that you as the employer need to do in order to prepare for the implementation 
of the final rule.  

First, you need to ensure you have a portal account. This is the account you should be logging into to 
check your CSA scores and crash records. If you aren’t sure if you have a portal account you can check 
by going to https://portal.fmcsa.dot.gov/login. This account is vital to linking your drug and alcohol 
Clearinghouse account. 

Second, you will need to sign up for your Clearinghouse account. Accessing the Clearinghouse 
requires the creation of an account with login.gov, a shared service that offers secure online access to 
participating government systems. Login.gov requires the completion of a user verification process i.e. 
authentication via phone (voice or text message), authentication application, or security key. After you 
complete this process, you will then as the employer enter your credentials from your portal account. 
The most important part of this step is not only do you as the employer have to complete this step, 
EVERY DRIVER must also create an account. Drivers are required to have their OWN unique email 
along with their CDL number in order to login.  

Once you are logged into your account you will be able to (starting in November) purchase query plans, 
set up associates (other employees that can access your account), run queries (January), and report 
violations (January). 

Queries are $1.25 per query. You can purchase queries in bundles and they never expire. You can 
ONLY purchase queries bundles through the Clearinghouse site. There are companies out there trying 
to sell you queries bundles cheaper, these are not legit companies. Again, only purchase query bundles 
through the Clearinghouse website. 

There are two types of queries, Limited and Full. Driver consent is REQUIRED to run both types of 
queries. 

Limited query is your annual check on currently employed drivers and/or a periodic/ad hoc check on 
a driver. These queries will return any records that may be found on this specific driver. You can visit 
FMCSA’s website or email Becky Schwartz at the EKOGA office for a sample consent form for Limited 
Queries. This form can be signed by a driver for a specified period of time for unlimited queries during 
said time period. This form will be filed in the driver’s qualification file. 

Full Query is completed for Pre-employment check on prospective driver or when a limited query or 
Ad hoc/periodic check on driver returned information exists for queried driver . These queries require 

Important FMCSA Update Regarding CDL Drivers
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drivers to give electronic consent through the Clearinghouse website. A driver will have to login to their 
individual account and give you permission to run a full query. 

If a driver at any point refuses to give consent, you are to remove them from safety sensitive duties. 

Below are some FAQ’s answered by FMCSA: 
1. Will violations that occurred prior to January 6, 2020, be reported to the Clearinghouse? ─ No, only 

violations that occur on January 6, 2020, or later. 
2. How long is the violation information retained in the Clearinghouse? ─ 5 years, unless the RTD and 

follow-up testing is not completed (will be retained indefinitely until follow-up testing is successfully 
completed). 

3. Will a prospective employee’s drug and alcohol violation history with other DOT modes be available 
in the Clearinghouse? ─ No, the Clearinghouse will contain only drug and alcohol program violation 
information for employees subject to the testing requirements under the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations in 49 CFR part 382.

4. Will every driver need to register in the Clearinghouse? ─ No. A driver will only need to register if 
they need to provide consent to the employer in the Clearinghouse for pre-employment/full queries. 
─ If a driver is currently with an employer, never incurs a drug or alcohol violation, and never seeks 
other Can an employer register their drivers in the Clearinghouse? ─ No. Each individual driver 
will need to register himself or herself. Registration and login will require users to complete the 
verification process 

5. Are employers of non-CDL drivers who operate CMVs required to query or report violations to the 
Clearinghouse? ─ No. Only employers who employ drivers subject to Parts 382 and 383 must query 
or report information to the Clearinghouse. 

6. Can an employer or MRO enter a drug and alcohol program violation if the driver is not registered 
for the Clearinghouse? ─ Yes. The Clearinghouse will associate the violation with a driver’s CDL 
information. This will be recorded even if the driver has not registered for the Clearinghouse.

7. Will the employer be notified if a new violation is recorded on previously queried driver? ─ The 
employer will receive a notification if a new violation was recorded in the Clearinghouse for the 
queried driver within 30 days of conducting a pre-employment query (30-day look back). ─ The 
employer must receive additional electronic consent from the driver before a full query can be 
conducted to view detailed violation information. 

8. Will the employer receive notification of new violations within 30 days of all completed queries? ─ 
The employer will not receive a notification of new violations after completing a limited (including 
annual) query or ad hoc full query. ─ The employer will receive a notification if a new violation was 
recorded in the Clearinghouse for the queried driver within 30 days of conducting a pre-employment 
query (30-day look back).

9. If a driver is on the road and unable to access a computer, how can the driver access the 
Clearinghouse? ─ The Clearinghouse is mobile-friendly. The driver will be able to access the 
Clearinghouse from a smart phone, log in and view their information as well as provide consent and 
identify their substance abuse professional, if applicable.

FMCSA’s website https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov will be updated regularly with new information, 
including the factsheet and FAQs. In addition, you will be able to sign up for email updates.

If you have questions contact Becky at the EKOGA office or at becky@ekoga.org and she can answer 
questions you may have about this new regulation. 



EKOGA - 20

Permian Basin
Hobbs, NM
575-393-1016

Mid Continent
El Dorado, KS
316-321-9011

Ft. Worth Basin
Weatherford, TX
817-594-8073

Maclaskey Oil�eld Services,Inc.

“Kickin up dust
since 77”

maclaskey.com
KIOGA • EKOGA • TEXAS ALLIANCE • PBPA • NMOGA • IPAA • OIPA

Member of

Crude Oil and Gas Liquids Purchasing, Transportation, and Exchange
Oil Treating  •  DOT-Code Vacuum Trucks  •  500 BBL Mobile/Frac Tanks

Blowdown, Gas Buster, & Working Pits  •  Wildcatter Portable Tank Battery
600 HP Pump Trucks with Computerized Pump Recorders  •  Ball Injector Guns

Acidizing  •  Chemical  •  Brine  •  KCL  •  Fresh & Produced Water Hauling  •  Hot Oilers
25-Yd Rolloffs, Pick Up & Delivery  •  Up to 32M Winch Trucks  •  Backhoe & Dump Trucks

PROTECTING ASSETS. MAKING A DIFFERENCE. IMA, Inc.  |  imacorp.com

INSURANCE  |  RISK MANAGEMENT
SURETY  |  EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

IMA’S TOTAL COVERAGE

INDEPENDENT
I N  O U R  F I E L D

PROUDLY

INDEPENDENTS
O F  Y O U R  F I E L D S

COVERING THE
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News From the Oil Patch, Nov. 19
By John P. Tretbar

The Kansas Geological Survey released production numbers for July, 2019, with operators pumping 
more than 2.9 million barrels statewide. That's an average of more than 93-thousand barrels per day, 
slightly more than the average for the first six months of the year. The state agency's numbers are 
higher than the July figures released by the U.S. Energy Information Administration, which pegs July 
production in Kansas at just shy of 2.8 million barrels.

Baker Hughes reports another big dip in its weekly Rotary Rig Count. There are 806 active rigs across 
the U.S., which is down ten oil rigs and one seeking natural gas. Texas was down five rigs.

The rig counts across Kansas were slightly higher. Independent Oil & Gas Service reports eight active 
drilling rigs in eastern Kansas, up one, and 22 west of Wichita, also up one. 

Regulators approved 25 permits for drilling at new locations across Kansas last week, 13 of them east 
of Wichita and 12 in Western Kansas. So far this year there are 951 new drilling permits.

Independent Oil & Gas Service reports 50 newly-completed wells statewide last week, which brings 
the year-to-date total to 1,245 completions. There were 12 in eastern Kansas and 38 west of Wichita.

Energy operators set a new weekly record for U.S. crude-oil production at just shy of 12.8 million barrels 
per day. That beats the previous record by more than 200,000 barrels per day. The government says 
U.S. crude oil inventories are about three percent above the five-year seasonal average. The Energy 
Information Administration reports stockpiles of 449 million barrels for the week ending November 8, an 
increase of 2.2 million from the week before. EIA said U.S. crude oil imports were down 327,000 barrels 
to around 5.8 million barrels per day. The four-week average is more than 18% less than the imports 
reported during the same four-week period a year ago.

Employment watchdogs in Texas say that state's energy sector continues to lose jobs. Citing a report 
from the Texas Workforce Commission, The Houston Chronicle says energy companies in Texas are 
cutting their payrolls amid sluggish growth in the patch. Payroll employment fell by two thousand jobs 
last month in the state's mining and logging sector, which includes oil and gas production.

Saudi Arabia on Sunday announced share prices that would value Saudi Aramco at up to $1.7 trillion. 
That's well below their original target of two trillion dollars. At that level, the sale of one and a half 

Board Member Editorial
George Strecker
Plains Marketing, L.P.
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percent of its 200 billion shares would raise just over $25 billion. The IPO would be the largest ever, and 
the valuation would make Aramco the world's most valuable company.

Regulators are investigating what's being called a "purge," the seepage of oilfield wastewater through 
the soil to the surface in northern Oklahoma's Blaine and Kingfisher counties. The Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission has shut down a total of eight saltwater disposal wells near the town of Omega and is 
limiting volumes at nearly a dozen more. The purge has been pushing an average of 120 barrels per 
day of wastewater to the surface since at least the first of July. A new directive also places pressure and 
volume limits on disposal wells across a large swath of western Oklahoma.

The provincial government in Alberta, Canada is once again relaxing production rules for oil producers. 
The industry has been under production limits since December because of low Canadian prices. Last 
week, the province said producers can drill new conventional oil wells without being subject to the 
production limits. Existing wells remain under the curtailment rules.

 

Plains Marketing, L.P. is committed to serving the needs of 
the Kansas producer.  With dependable service and a strong 

balance sheet, we are the crude oil purchasing and 
transportation company you can rely on. 

George Strecker  316/650-5646 Joe Hullings  316/650-5499 
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Here are some facts and information on the oil and gas industry in Kansas and overall that may be 
helpful when speaking with people outside the industry.  This information was obtained from the Kansas 
Strong website, kansasstrong.com. 

The Kansas oil and gas industry is a $2.2 billion industry that puts tens of thousands of people to work 
each day and pumps hundreds of millions of dollars into the state’s economy each year, money that 
helps support families, fund schools, and build roads. The Kansas oil and gas industry is crucial to the 
Kansas economy today and will be going forward for years to come. Oil and gas is produced in 89 
of Kansas’ 105 counties. The Kansas oil and gas industry does more than fuel Kansas and help the 
Kansas economy. The industry fuels America and makes significant positive contributions to our way 
of life.

Nationally, Kansas ranks as the 10th largest oil producing state and 15th largest natural gas producing 
state. Over 2,100 licensed oil and gas operators produced nearly 39 million barrels of oil and over 195 
billion cubic feet of natural gas this past year.

Over the past decade, the oil and gas industry in Kansas supported 118,000 jobs, $3 billion in family 
income, and $1.4 billion in state and local tax revenue. The industry is an important element of the 
Kansas economy today and will be a critical part of the economy going forward.

How is petroleum created? Petroleum originated from marine plants and animals that decayed over 
time under ocean silt, sand or other materials. Millions of years, extreme pressure and heat transformed 
the biotic material into petroleum.

When was the first oil well discovered? In August of 1859, at Titusville, Pennsylvania, Col. Edwin Drake 
drilled the first oil well. The discovery at 69.5 feet in the Oil Creek formation was significant in that in 
demonstrated the practicality in drilling. Oil was first discovered in Kansas in 1860 in Miami County.

Are we running out of oil? Today, fossil fuels supply nearly 82% of the U.S. energy supply. The U.S. 
Energy Information Administration (EIA) estimates that 25 years from now fossil fuels will account for 
80% of our country’s energy consumption. By 2040, the International Energy Agency (IEA) projects 
world energy demand will increase by 45% and nearly 60% of that demand will be supplied by oil and 
natural gas.

What about the environment? The oil and natural gas industry has proven that over the long-term 
it is possible to lead in energy production AND safe and environmental stewardship. Over the last 
decade, the oil and natural gas industry spent more on low and zero-carbon emitting technologies than 
the federal government, and nearly as much as all other industries’ spending on these technologies 
combined. As a matter of fact, methane emissions from the oil and natural gas industry declined 3.8% 
last year, making the fourth consecutive year of decline showing that increased oil and natural gas 
production and achieving climate goals are not mutually exclusive.

How is petroleum used? Oil and natural gas are an integral part of our society enriching and improving 
lives of peoples and societies around the world. Petroleum is the building block of thousands of products 

Facts on the Oil & Gas Industry
from Kansas Strong 
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that make our lives more comfortable, safer, cleaner, and healthier. Today, over 6,000 raw products are 
produced from petroleum and are utilized to create millions of consumer products. People use oil-based 
products every day whether it is your TV remote, cell phone, or even your toothpaste and toothbrush. In 
addition, as a key component in heart valves, seat belts, helmets, life vests, medicines, and antibiotics, 
petroleum is saving tens of thousands of lives daily. The energy we get from oil and natural gas is 
particularly valuable for protection ourselves from the climate. The climate is always changing whether 
mankind influences that change or not. In the last 80 years as CO2 emissions have risen from 0.03% 
to 0.04%, climate related deaths have declined by 98%. Clearly, oil and natural gas make our planet 
dramatically safer.

Our Vision "To be the leading energy services provider through the inspiration of our employees!"

Garnett Madison Hays Hill City Garden City
785.448.3100 620.437.2661 785.625.6877 785.421.2101 620.277.0562
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Now Available 
Rugged Geek® 

Portable Jump Starters
While it doesn’t happen often, when you have a dead battery, it is a pain in the (fi ll in the blank)! 

With these products by Rugged Geek®, no longer will you have to call a friend or 
ask that somewhat friendly looking guy in the parking lot for a jump. 

It is all in the box and so much more!
RG1000 Safety PLUS

•� is portable jump starter has enough 
power to boost gas engines up to 7.0L and 
diesel engines up to 3.5L. � at means it can 
boost most passenger vehicles on the road!

•Includes an air compressor

•USB phone and laptop charging ports

•Ultra-bright LED � ashlight with steady on, 
strobe and SOS modes

•Enough power to boost up to 8.0L gas and 
diesel engines

•Sorry – no air compressor

REGISTER to WIN a RG1000 Safety PLUS or RG2000 SPORT!
Email your name, company name and phone number to kmiller@oilpatchpump.com for a chance to win one!

Drawing will be held 15 days after publication of EKOGA 3rd Quarter Newsletter.  

Oil Patch Pump & Supply - 620-431-1890 - www.oilpatchpump.com

RG2000 SPORT

Coming Soon to Your Mailbox:  
EKOGA Membership Invoices!

Thank you for your past support,  
we look forward for the opportunity to continue serving you.   

Reasons to renew your membership:
• EKOGA’s presence at the Statehouse ensures the concerns and needs of Eastern Kansas Oil and 

Gas producers are presented to your state legislators. And on the national level as well. 
• Provide educational and networking opportunities 
• Works closely with KCC
• Help with regulatory issues as they arise
• Possible health insurance plan for members
• When members of the Association work together, we make things better for the industry as a whole.

These are just a few of the many reasons to renew your membership.  

If you have questions on how EKOGA is working for you, please give us a call, 620-431-1020! We’ll 
be happy to talk with you about YOUR Association.   

In order that our membership database has the most current and up to date information, please complete the dues 
renewal form included with your invoice.  Accurate data on our members helps us communicate quickly when the need 
arises.  
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ASCENT MIDSTREAM PARTNERS
Ascent Midstream Partners was 
founded on decades of 
experience marketing and 
transporting Eastern Kansas Crude 
Oil. We are dedicated to serving 
all of the needs of the Eastern 
Kansas Crude Oil Producer.  Our 
knowledge, efÞciency, innovation, 
and transparency will help your 
bottom line.

Chad Anderes is leading Ascent Midstream’s 
Kansas Operation as the SR Director of 
Crude Oil Supply.  Chad has 3 decades of 
Crude Oil Marketing experience in Eastern 
Kansas and has seen great success helping 
producers through operational challenges 
and adverse market conditions.  He is 
leading a customer focused purchasing 
operation that creates a more efÞcient and 
transparent marketing experience for the 
Eastern Kansas Crude Oil Producer.    Call 
Chad today.  

Chad Anderes  
1.620.212.2662 
chad@ascentmidstream.com

Ascent Midstream Partners 
1.877.314.0956 
www.ascentmidstream.com



PO Box 678
Topeka KS 66601-0678
(620)431-1020
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

EKOGA wishes  you, your employees and your loved ones 
peace and  joy this Christmas Season 

and prosperity throughout the coming year. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. 
We look forward to working with you for many years to come.

Tom, Becky, Judy & Tina


